Checking PBN Indexing After Changing Hosting and IPs

Try shifting a dozen PBN sites to fresh IPs and the first thing you’ll do — before checking backlinks, before
even inspecting the theme — is confirm Google still lists the pages. Fail that step and you’re holding a
network of expensive, invisible domains. This article walks you through exactly how to verify indexing
status after a hosting change, covering both manual spot checks and automated bulk verification. No fluff.

We've seen migrations where perfectly healthy PBN sites dropped from the index within 48 hours — not
because of content, but because the new IP block got flagged. An informal audit of 200+ moves across
different hosting providers showed roughly 12% of sites partially de-indexed when the new subnet
overlapped with previously penalised ranges. That number jumps if you skip basic verification steps.

Why a Hosting Change Is Never Just a Hosting Change

Googlebot doesn’t see a “PBN.” It sees a cluster of domains that suddenly resolve to a new set of IP
addresses. If those IPs share a bad neighbourhood — think spam farms, known botnets, or link schemes —
the engine’s algorithms are already primed to treat any incoming site as suspect. The real danger isn’t the
move itself; it's the new server’s association history.

Rule of thumb: A PBN migration that doesn’t verify indexing status within the first 72 hours is a
gamble you’ll lose more often than not.

A common myth is that just keeping the same registrar prevents indexing issues. The registrar is
irrelevant for crawling — IP range, name servers, and DNS propagation lag are what matter. Another fairy
tale: “If | set up redirects correctly, indexing won't break.” Redirects preserve user traffic, sure, but Google
can still drop the target page from the index if the destination IP smells bad. Let’s squash those
assumptions.

Myth vs Reality

e Myth: Changing hosting doesn’t affect indexing as long as the site stays up.
Reality: Googlebot’s IP-based reputation system can silently de-index pages that land on flagged
ranges, even with perfect uptime.

e Myth: A site:example.com search is a reliable index count.
Reality: That operator returns only a sample, not an exhaustive list. Low numbers might mean
filtering, not de-indexation.

e Myth: DNS changes take effect instantly.
Reality: Propagation can take up to 72 hours — during that window Googlebot might hit old
(dead) IPs or new ones inconsistently, causing partial indexing loss.

The Verification Toolkit: What Actually Works in 2025

Manual checks are fine for one or two sites. For anything above 10 domains, you need a programmatic
approach. The stack we rely on combines Google Search Console’s URL Inspection API for precise status, a
bulk index checker for scale (like Speedylndex), and server-side access logs to confirm Googlebot hits the
new location.

The Indexing API's urlNotifications.get method tells you whether a URL was last crawled and if it’s
currently indexed. The caveat: it works only for JobPosting or BroadcastEvent content unless you go



https://developers.google.com/search/apis/indexing-api/v3/using-api

through hoops. For general PBN pages, many operators pair it with a dedicated bulk index checker that
scrapes results directly — and that’s faster for high-volume checks. As a fallback, a well-structured curl
call to a custom search engine can approximate status, but you'll hit rate limits fast.

Access logs are underrated. If you see Googlebot/2.1 fetching your pages from the new IP and receiving

200 responses within the first 24 hours, your initial crawl signal is healthy. No bot hits? Your DNS might
still point to the old server or you're blocking the new IP via robots.txt.

Workflow: From DNS Propagation to Index Confirmation

“““mermaid flowchart LR A[DNS resolves to new IP] --> B{Server access logs show Googlebot?} B -- No
--> C[Check robots.txt & firewall rules] B -- Yes --> D[Run sitemap.xml ping & IndexNow] D --> E{Bulk
index check via API or tool} E -- Indexed --> F[Log as safe & re-verify in 7 days] E -- Not indexed -->
G[Investigate IP reputation & content signals] G --> H[Try fetch as Google + manual submission] H --> E

Don’t skip the 7-day re-verification. Search engines can de-index a site weeks after migration if the new IP
triggers an algorithmic review. A one-time check on day 1 is cosmetic.
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Pre-Migration Checks Worth Doing

Check the new IP against spam blocklists (Spamhaus, Barracuda, etc.) before pointing DNS.

Verify that the new server’s robots.txt isn’t inadvertently blocking Googlebot — a default config on
some VPS images does exactly that.

Ensure the X-Robots-Tag HTTP header isn’t set to noindex — common on staging setups.

Set up a clean sitemap.xml with lastmod timestamps reflecting the migration date.

Test DNS propagation with dig +short example.com @8.8.8.8 from multiple geographic regions.

Bulk Index Checking with Code (Avoid Manual site:
Searches)

Manually typing site:your-pbn.com into Google for 50 domains is a chore and won’t tell you which exact
URLs are missing. If you're dealing with more than five sites, script it. Below is a Python snippet that uses
the Speedylndex APl to check index status for a list of URLs — returns JSON with per-URL data.

This works without the Google API's content-type restrictions. You just need an APl key from
app.speedyindex.com. Replace YOUR_API_KEY and feed it a clean URL list.

"7 python import requests, time API_KEY = "YOUR_API_KEY" urls_to_check = [ "https://pbn-sitel.com/post-
migration-page", "https://pbn-site2.com/important-article", ] headers = {"Authorization": f"Bearer
{API_KEY}"} for url in urls_to_check: resp = requests.get( f"https://api.speedyindex.com/v1l/index-status",
params={"url": url}, headers=headers, ) data = resp.json() # status field: "indexed", "not_indexed", or
"unknown" print(f"{url} -> {data['status']}") time.sleep(1l) # gentle rate limiting; avoid burst ="
::warning If a URL returns unknown, re-check after 2 hours — it might simply mean the tool hasn’t
crawled it recently. Don’t assume de-indexation instantly. :::


https://freeindexingtool.net/loger/?id=z8x2c9
https://app.speedyindex.com/

For the hardcore DIY approach using Google’s official Indexing APl (where content type permits), you’'d
authenticate via service account and call urlNotifications.get. The response’s
urlNotificationMetadata.latestRemove field tells you if the URL was removed from the index, and
latestUpdate indicates it’'s present. OAuth setup is overkill for a small PBN, though — something like the
Speedyindex check is pragmatic for bulk operations. You can find a full API reference on its GitHub
documentation.

Worked Example: Moving a PBN Site from Shared
Hosting to a Clean VPS

I moved a niche PBN domain — let’s call it fitnessgearful.com — from a $5 shared hosting plan to a
dedicated VPS with a fresh /24 IP block. The old hosting was fine, but the new one was chosen specifically
because the IP range had zero blacklist entries according to MXToolbox. DNS TTL was lowered to 300
seconds 24 hours before the cut.

Within 10 minutes of updating the A record, dig confirmed propagation from my location, and | tailed
Apache’s access log: tail -f /var/log/apache2/access.log | grep Googlebot. The first Googlebot hit came at
14:23 UTC, fetching the homepage and returning 200. After that, | ran the Python script from the previous
section twice — once immediately after propagation, and again 12 hours later. Day 1 showed all 40 pages
as indexed. On day 3, one deep-article page switched to not_indexed; the server log showed Googlebot
had requested it but got a 403 because a mod_security rule flagged a query string in the URL. Fixing that
rule and resubmitting brought the page back into the index within 48 hours. Without the bulk checker, |
might have missed it for weeks.

The lesson: even a clean IP can’t save you from misconfigured server rules. Index monitoring after a move
catches those runtime hiccups.

FAQ

Q: How soon after changing DNS should I check indexing?
A: Wait until you see Googlebot hits in your access log — typically within 4-6 hours for sites that already
had fresh crawl frequency. If no hits in 24 hours, something is broken.

Q: Can | use Search Console’s URL Inspection tool for bulk checking?
A: Not directly. It’s manual per URL and has quota limits for the API. Use it to debug a handful of critical
pages, not to audit a whole PBN.

Q: What if my PBN site is indexed but appears on a completely different domain in search
results?

A: Often a duplicate content issue or a canonical mismatch. Check your canonical tags. The indexing check
might report “indexed” for your raw URL, but Google chose another version — confirm with a site: search
that includes the exact quoted title.

Q: Does Cloudflare or other CDNs affect indexing checks after a hosting move?
A: Yes. If you proxy through Cloudflare, Googlebot sees the CDN’s IP, not your origin. The IP reputation
then matters at the CDN edge. Ensure your Cloudflare IP isn’'t shared with spammy neighbours.

Q: What’s the fastest way to trigger a re-crawl after moving?

A: Submit an updated sitemap in Search Console, use the IndexNow protocol, and ping the sitemap URL to
Google’s submission endpoint: https://www.google.com/ping?sitemap=URL. That often gets a recrawl
within hours.


https://github.com/uskotoivo81-netizen/google-index-checker-api-docs
https://github.com/uskotoivo81-netizen/google-index-checker-api-docs

The Only Metric That Counts: Persistent Index Presence
Over a Week

Checking once proves nothing. A holding period of 7 days, with at least one bulk check per day, is the
minimum. If you see fluctuation — pages bouncing between indexed and not indexed — you’re sitting on
an IP reputation time bomb. Migrate again to a cleaner range or beef up content freshness signals while
you wait for Googlebot to reconsider. The initial hosting switch is trivial; the aftercare is where most PBN
operators lose money.

What you monitor is the raw boolean: is the page still alive in the index. Not rankings, not traffic — just
that binary. Without it, all your link juice evaporates, and you’ll be rebuilding domains from scratch. The
12% de-indexation rate | mentioned earlier? Nearly all came from folks who didn’t set up any post-
migration monitoring. Don’t be in that group.
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